
Volume 1, Issue 1 

Inside This Issue: 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 

4th Grade 

5th Grade 

6th Grade 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

Saint Emily         
January 1st 

Emily Thomson, fourth 
grade 

Do you think I could be a 
saint? My feast day is on 
January 1st because I am 
the patron saint of having 
new ideas. I would be a 
good patron saint of hav-
ing new ideas because I 
am creative and I like 
finding new ways to do 
something. My greatest 
strengths as a person are 
helping people figure out 
new ways to do some-
thing or get something 
done. People could pray 
to me if they need help 
thinking of new ideas. 
One word that would de-
scribe me is creative. 
People can always count 
on me to be there when 
someone needs help and 

to make the world a better 
place. I work hard to make 
the world a better place by 
picking up trash and leaving 
nature how I found it.  

 

Saint Arden of Me   
October 31 

Arden Lee, fourth grade 

If I was a saint I would be 

kind and help others. I would 

help people who are poor or 

hurt. I would give food to 

everybody on the streets. 

Also, I would be nice, kind, 

and make people laugh! If I 

was a patron I would be the 

patron of kindness and ani-

mals because I love every 

animal. I also want to stop 

people from fighting and 

being mean to each other. 

I want to make the world 

a better place - you can 

too!  

Fourth Grade Saints 

March  2019 

Acts of Kindness  
Kara Mudrick, 5th Grade 

Acts of kindness are im-
portant. Usually, when you 
hear that, you think of 
something you did for 
someone. But what’s some-
thing someone has done for 
you? 

One school day, I got sick 

and couldn’t go to school. 
Not throw-up sick, 
though. My mom had 
originally planned to work 
out, go to her dentist ap-
pointment, and do some 
shopping. She cancelled 
her workout, didn’t do any 
shopping, and rescheduled 
her appointment for later 

that day when I was feel-
ing better. 

My mom always makes 

me feel better and that day 

was no exception. I went 

to school the next day and 

felt perfectly fine. It was 

partly due to medicine. 

The other part was my 

mom’s love and care. 

“Let the little 
children come 
to me, and do 
not hinder them, 
for the kingdom 
of God belongs 
to such as 
these.” 

Mark 10:14 



were there. First we got our suit-

cases. Then we got a rental car 

and went to our hotel. When we 

got to our hotel we unpacked 

and rested for a while. After we 

rested and unpacked, we got 

some ice cream before going 

back to the hotel and going to 

bed. The next day we went on a 

trolley and went to Italy City. 

There we got really good pizza 

and dessert. When we got back 

we went to the beach! I took lots 

of pictures of my sister. We had 

a blast! We got to do a lot of 

sightseeing. It was so much fun! 

I had a great time in California.  

Akina Geary, fourth grade 

Yes! Finally! We’re going to 

California. My dad got plane 

tickets to go to California. I was 

so excited. We went to the air-

port about a week later. We got 

on the plane. Flying over the 

beautiful country was amazing. 

We got off the plane and we 

All About Brynn 

Brynn Read, second grade 

I was born on October 29, 2010 in 

Pennsylvania. My family is a little big. 

There is my mommy, my daddy, my 

mom-mom, and my little sister Lanie. I 

would love to be a resternotore 

(restaurant owner) when I grow up. It 

has been my dream since preschool. A 

restornotore is a person who owns their 

own restornot (restaurant). I’m good at 

irish dancing, cooking, cheer, perform-

ing, dance, singing, cursive, art, chess, 

volleyball, basketball, Girl Scouts, 

math, science, and gymnastics. What I 

like to do for fun is painting. I like 

painting because I love art. Some ex-

citing places I’ve been are Disney, 

New Jersey, and Florida. I am Italian 

and I am Irish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All About Grace 

Grace Melvin, second grade 

I was born on July 22, 2010. I am 8 

years old. My family is my mom, 

my dad, my sister Paige, my brother 

Jack, and my dog Wrigley. I’m 

good at gymnastics. I used to take 

classes at Mainline. One day I want 

to be an actress when I grow up. 

My favorite kind of books are Rain-

bow Magic because they are excit-

ing. For fun I like to have playdates 

with my friends. Last year I went to 

Disny Wold (Disney World) with 

my family. My favorite thing to do 

is go on my iPad. My favorite day 

of my life is when I was born be-

cause that was the first day I got a 

family and that’s my life! 

dirt. Then I went inside and got a 

big gulp of water. It got dark and 

it was time for me to go to bed. I 

almost was finished and I 

thought I should finish before 

my bedtime. My mom and dad 

were proud that I finished.  

Ainsley Raley, third grade 

I went to the garden. It was a hot 

mess. There were pointy weeds 

everywhere. I think I will pick 

up the weeds till there’s no more 

weeds left. So I got out and start-

ed working. After one minute I 

was sweaty and covered with 

My Dream Trip to California 

All About Me! 

Pointy Weeds 
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Rachel J. Kealey, seventh grade 

 A crucial instrument of the medical world is technology. Who can argue? However, some people 
say that technology has become too advanced. They claim that it has deprived the medical field of the 
emotional attachment that doctors used to have with patients. It’s not hard to underestimate or even over-
estimate the vitality of innovative gadgets that have improved survival rates. Is there any way medical 
personnel can find a way to renew the connection between caretakers and patients while still bringing 
new, exciting innovations that save lives. 

 The majority of people believe that technology has improved medicine, in every way. Without 
instruments like Echocardiograms (EKGs), PET scans, CAT scans, and MRIs, it would be nearly impos-
sible to save as many lives as the medical world does today. New research in cancer therapies and treat-
ments have saved many lives over the past few years because of new technology being developed. Death 
rates from diseases that can be prevented by vaccines are lower than ever, proving the point that vaccines 
are being improved. People with disabilities can now have hope for a better future, one without all the 
liabilities that follow their life. Innovations in computer science now allow people who have lost limbs to 
get advanced prosthetics that look and feel like real arms and legs. One of the most astonishing inven-
tions that technology has helped create is a Cochlear Implant, which enables deaf people to hear and 
speak more efficiently. These types of inventions help so many people worldwide, and they could not 
have been thought of without the current presence of technology in our hospitals. 

 Though technology in medicine has saved countless lives, it also has some downsides. Some doc-
tors argue that a complication in surgery is more likely to happen when the surgeon or doctor is using 
instruments that are new and experimental. Many deaths have been caused because of such instances. 
For another example, laparoscopic surgery uses advanced cameras to see inside a selected area of a pa-
tient. While it is less invasive and leaves hardly any scars, the risk of something going haywire is greater 
than if the doctors were performing a hands-on procedure. Though these types of new procedures have 
helped save many, there are dangers that follow them. Another point of disagreement in this debate is the 
emotional connection between doctors and patients. Doctors used to be much more attached to patients 
when they knew that the person’s life was held completely in their hands. This leads to some healthcare 
workers giving up on patients earlier than they should and decreasing bedside manner. The last problem 
of this advanced version of medicine is the higher costs. New surgeries and procedures are much more 
expensive than they used to be, so many people have little to no access to these medical trials, and they 
are limited to the wealthy. 

 In conclusion, technology versus medicine will remain a hotly debated issue between patients, 
doctors, surgeons, and all personnel. While technology offers much, there are complications that go 
along with it. There are too many factors to consider to easily take sides in this argument. 

 

 

Technology vs. Medicine 
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“I can do everything 

through Him who gives me 

strength.”  

Philippians 4:13 



The first step that you could do 
is when you change take your 
clothes to the laundry room so 
that way you don’t have any-
thing on your floor. Then when 
the clothes come out of the 
wash, fold them and put them 
back into your dresser. Next, 
you’re going to always want to 
have your bed made because it 
makes the room look clean. 

However, this could be easy if 
you wake up and make it, so that 
way it will be done. 

These steps will help you have a 

clean room all the time, so you 

can go outside and not miss the 

last episode of your show. If you 

use these steps you will have a 

clean room. 

Gabby Clancy, sixth grade 

Do you ever have a messy room 
and your mom says clean it, but 
you want to watch the last epi-
sode of your show? Well, 
wouldn’t it be better to just keep 
your room neat, so you would 
never have to miss the last epi-
sode? This is steps to help you 
never miss that last episode 
again. 

eat. I am thankful for the great 

green grass and the animals that 

breathe the fresh air. I thank the 

farmers who make crops and the 

employees who help us find 

what we need. When I wake up 

on Thanksgiving day I am thank-

ful.  

Luca Calzaretta, third grade 

When I wake up on Thanksgiv-

ing day I feel thankful. I am 

thankful for many things but I 

am really thankful for Jesus. He 

died for us and that is why we go 

to church. I am thankful for the 

water we drink and the food we 

Neat Room 

A Book 
Anna Oliver, 

seventh grade 

Thanksgiving 
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“A book opens up a 

whole new world, one 

where your greatest 

dreams unfurl. Take 

a deep breath and 

look inside, let the 

words take you on a 

ride. Fairies, dragons, 

and magic galore, 

once you open a book 

you’ll be wishing for 

more!” 



Renée Jönsson, seventh grade 

 

I am the tranquil storm 

I wonder what are the secrets of 
the world 

I hear the rhythm of Earth 

I see the lands of olde 

I want to evolve 

I am the tranquil storm 

 

I pretend I am a bird 

I feel the rainbow in my hands 

I touch the face of God 

I worry about being shunned 

I cry rivers of light 

I am the tranquil storm 

 

I understand the beauty of life 

I say I will survive 

I dream of light 

I try to succeed 

I hope for happiness 

I am the tranquil storm  

I am the 

Tranquil 

Storm 
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I am as      

Fierce as      

Raging Waters  

I am a Book 

on a Dusty 

Shelf 

Samantha Blumenthal, seventh 
grade 

 

I am as fierce as raging waters 

I wonder why fire burns 

I hear birds chirping on a spring 
morning 

I see lights guiding me through 
the darkness 

I want to be the best that I can be 

I am as fierce as raging waters 

 

I pretend to be better than I am 

I feel the warmth of a summer 
day 

I touch the soft petal of a flower 

I worry that the sun won’t rise 

I cry when something good ends 

I am as fierce as raging waters 

 

I understand that we can’t know 
everything  

I say that everything happens for 
a reason 

I dream that there will be a happy 
ending for everyone 

I try to be trustworthy to everyone 

I hope that I can teach others from 
my mistakes 

I am as fierce as raging waters 

Julia Gibbons, eighth grade 

 

I am a book on a dusty shelf 

I wonder what my chapters hold 

I hear a pen writing on my pages 

I see pictures drawn coming to 
life 

I want to know what my future 
holds 

I am a book on a dusty shelf 

 

I pretend I understand my story 

I feel my papers ripping 

I touch the cover of my publica-
tion 

I worry the tape won’t fix the 
damage 

I cry when I am dropped to the 
floor 

I am a book on a dusty shelf 

 

I understand not every page will 
be good 

I say I’m fine with my content 

I dream it ends happily ever after 

I try to find my way through the 
words 

I hope my sections are meaning-
ful 

I am a book on a dusty shelf 



de sac. She did fall a couple of 

times. She had tears in her eyes 

but she was not opening her 

mouth. Her birthday is coming 

up so I told my parents to buy a 

pink balance bike for her. She 

did not like it at first. She rode it 

a couple of times. Then she rode 

it every time she went outside, 

and she loved it. After that our 

uncle gave her a real bike. We 

took off the training wheels, and 

she knew how to ride her bike 

now. Now I have to teach my 

other sister. 

Bowe Reilly, third grade 

Once I helped my sister ride her 

bike. First I put on training 

wheels. I was holding onto her. 

She was really scared. Second 

we took off the training wheels. 

She felt like she was going to 

fall off a mountain. I luckily 

caught her. She rode in the cul 

Marina Mahon, sixth grade 

Millions of lightyears away, you 
may look up and find something 
mistaken for being a rock on a 
rough surface. If you study it 
closely, it appears to be a sculp-
ture of a bald man with his 
mouth wide open, ready to swal-
low up any stars that fall into his 
mouth. You don’t want to be 
confronted by him. His stone 
head is resting on what appears 
to be a rocky cliff perched high 
above ridged mountains, or a 
curved valley to many observers. 
There is a slight round line that 
looks completely random and 
interesting because it is on the 

back of his lumpy stone head. 
Many people don’t know why 
this looks so out of place, but 
people have theories that line is 
used for a tiny but deadly sword 
to keep things away from the 
back of his head. 

Only the craziest scientists think 

the head is on top of many skulls 

over thousands of years, but 

those skulls are not visible be-

cause the ancient constellation 

rules and crushes them beneath 

the surface of the steep cliff. An-

cient Greeks mimic the voice of 

what he sounded like. They also 

thought he was a god of torture 

who growled and threw flames 

down to Earth. They also 

thought he had no eyes and body 

because he was blinded and de-

capitated by the gods of good, 

which caused him to turn evil 

and be trapped in the sky. If you 

were to look up at the sky on a 

starry night, there is a slim 

chance of you seeing him, but if 

you do, be prepared for the in-

comprehensible vibe that you 

feel. It’s like he’s staring at you 

alive. Eyes or not, it’s a weird 

feeling. 

Carlina Griffith, first grade 

I like going to St. Max because 
I like projects and I like school. 
I like going to church. I like my 
classmates. I like the teacher a 
lot. I like the GoNoodles. I love 
St. Max.  

 

Jack Biester, first grade 

I love going to St. Max because 
I love going on field trips. I 
love going to St. Max because I 
like to do math. I love going to 
St. Max because I love to do 
gym. I like to do art because I 
love to paint. I like doing li-
brary because I like to read. I 
like doing computers I like to 
type. I love St. Max. 

Ryan Schmid, first grade 

I love going to St. Max because 
I love to go to art and run in the 
gym. I love to go to computers. 
I love St. Max because I have 
great teachers. I love to do 
Spanish. I love music because I 
can use instruments. I love St. 
Max. 

Teaching My Sister How to Ride Her Bike 

The Haunting Face Among the Stars 

I Love St. Max 
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Abigail Raley, second grade 

There once lived a cute little girl 
named Abby. She did not like 
Math so she went to go sharpen 
her broken pencil and all of a 
sudden it turned magic! She 
went back to her seat and it did 
her math papre (paper). She was 
so glad. Then the pencil strad 
(started) to write prafckit 
(perfect) cursive. Abby was so 
excited. Then it was time to go 
home. Abby did all her work by 
herself because she left the mag-
ic pencil at school. Her mom 
was so happy because Abby did 
it all by herself. The next day at 
school the teacher figured it out 

because her math test was an 
A+. So, she steals the magic 
pencil so it does all of her lesson 
planning but when she goes to 
get copies Abby sneaks into 
Mrs. D’Avanzo’s desk and she 
finds the magic pencil. She took 
the pencil and ran back to her 
desk. The teacher came back to 
the room. She knew the pencil 
was gone. She was steaming. 
Abby broke the pencil and threw 
it away. There was no more 
magic pencil. The next day she 
went to sharpen her pencil, and it 
started all over again!  

Bad Choices 

The Magic Pencil 

 

Lucy Kornacki, sixth grade 

I will bet you all the money in the world that you have made a lot of bad choices in your life. Those bad 
choices somehow ended up getting you in trouble, I presume. Well, today I am here to explain cause and 
effect to you. Using examples, I will base this piece of writing around the topic of bad choices. Hopefully, 
this writing piece will decrease bad choices from happening, once you see what they lead to. Without fur-
ther ado, I present Bad Choices. 

The first example I have for you is about smoking. I presume that you have all been told not to smoke, and I 
would never believe that any of you would smoke. But, I do have to address this situation.  It is a big prob-
lem in the world. It damages the Earth and your lungs. It is very dangerous and you will regret doing it 
when you are older. The cause is you smoking. The effect is it is bad for your lungs and hurts the environ-
ment. 

Secondly, we have staring at your screen all day. Again, you have heard this plenty of times, but no one is 
taking it seriously. Everyone spends countless hours on their screens a day. To be exact, adults spend about 
eleven hours on screens per day. If everyone keeps that up, you will have to pay a ton of money, and will 
probably go into debt. Also, everybody’s eyes will be awful. The cause is staring at your phone too much. 
The effect is a lot of money that you have to pay, and bad eyesight. 

Last but not least, we have laziness. I know all of you have been lazy sometime in your life. Even I am lazy, 

and I know how it feels not to study, do homework, or do my chores. Then, you get in trouble for not doing 

it. If you just do the things you have to do before doing what you want to do, you won’t get in trouble. 

Then, after you are done, you can do whatever you’d like to do and not get in trouble. The cause is you be-

ing lazy. The effect is you getting in trouble. 
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Aidan Mahon, fifth grade 

Why would a game with no blood and violence get hate? One year ago, Fortnite was released 
and ever since it’s one of the best games. Some people don’t like it, but how bad could it really be ? 
Fortnite is a good game everyone should try because it is fun, you can make it a job, and it creates so-
cial skills. 

Even if you are not that good, it still feels fun. If you’re having a bad day, maybe Fortnite will 
brighten it. Fortnite brightens your day because it feels good to win games and you feel proud of your-
self. Fortnite has new items in the shop almost every two days and every week there is an update and 
they add new weapons and take away old weapons. If you really want to win, you could try to build 
bases to protect yourself. It’s fun to try different types of bases because if you’re playing with more 
people, building bigger bases are better so more people can fit and be safe. Some people say it’s ad-
dicting, but there is something that the parents and kids can do. Parents can take away the device from 
them. Kids can do other hobbies that they like not including Fortnite. Some people who are really good 
only play at night. The whole rest of the day they just play basketball, run around, or jump on a tram-
poline. You don’t have to be addicted to have fun in Fortnite. 

Also, if you can play all the time, and if you’re good, you could make a job out of Fortnite. The 
best player in the world is about 25 years old. He makes a living out of Fortnite from this website 
called Twitch, where he streams live and people donate money to him. If you love video games and 
you are famous from other video games, this game might be the best game you have ever played. One 
YouTuber who plays Fortnite makes half a million dollars in a couple months! It might seem crazy, but 
if you don’t like any other jobs in life you could try this one game. It might change your life. 

People say that Fortnite is making kids unsociable. However, you have to strategize with others 
and call out people trying to attack you. If you have a mic, you can call out the coordinates and when 
you get shot, it shows what direction you get hit from and you can tell your teammates through the 
headset. When you are fighting a team, you can build up high and start shooting through his base and 
your teammate can shoot from the side. Then it will be hard for the other player to build and protect 
themself. Kids are actually learning how to work with other people with teamwork. 

Others may say, “Fortnite is the worst game ever because kids play too much and never give 
any attention to people.” Now, for me it seems kind of obvious that’s a total lie. They can talk to other 
people when they have meals. If the parents take them somewhere in their car or if they bike or walk 
somewhere, they can talk to them then. The parents might want to take Fortnite away so they can talk 
to you about their day or how school was. The parents could make a schedule when they can play. The 
schedule would help because when it says they can’t play Fortnite, they can go outside or talk with 
their family members. When the kid has free time and they have already went outside and talked with 
family members, let them play. 

Everything that I just wrote is why I think Fortnite is amazing. Fortnite is fun when you win, it can de-
velop teamwork when people are attacking you, and making money if you are really good. If the com-
pany keeps doing amazing things with Fortnite, this might not die down for a while. If Fortnite is going 
to stay for a while, then everyone should give it a try no matter what device you play on.  

The Fun of Fortnite 
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Ava Irvine, eighth grade 

Are you lovin’ it? People today are 
still debating whether McDonald’s 
is better than Chick-Fil-A. We can 
all agree that McDonald’s and 
Chick-Fil-A are two of the best fast
-food restaurants in America. The 
question is, which one is truly bet-
ter? Many people believe the old 
standard set by the Golden Arches 
is the best fast-food restaurant while 
others think the newer Chick-Fil-A 
has replaced McDonald’s. 

McDonald’s was ranked the num-
ber one fast-food restaurant by 
Franchise 500 in the country as of 
2014. One reason is their customer 
service. An informal survey says 
that McDonald’s lines are much 

shorter than lines for Chick-Fil-A. 
McDonald’s is planning on upgrad-
ing their technology to transform 
the way customers order their food 
forever. They are adding big order-
ing tablets that you can use to order 
where you can choose whether you 
want to order to-go or for here, this 
should make lines even shorter. 
McDonald’s also has the dollar 
menu which gives customers the 
option of low-priced food. These 
are some of the reasons why 
McDonald’s is the number one 
ranked fast-food restaurant. 

Chick-Fil-A is most popular for 
their chicken sandwiches. They 
promise that all of their chicken is 
served antibiotic free. Chick-Fil-A 

also has cleaner and better settings 
for families to eat their meals. 
Many reviews comment on the po-
liteness and positivity of workers to 
their customers. Another reason 
people choose Chick-Fil-A over 
McDonald’s is that the fresher in-
gredients will not make you sick 
after eating. In July 2018 one hun-
dred and twenty-eight people that 
ate McDonald’s became sick from 
cyclospora infection which is when 
you eat or drink something that has 
been contaminated. Chick-Fil-A 
seems to be the better choice when 
it comes to healthy eating. 

McDonald’s and Chick-Fil-A are 

two great places to enjoy a nice 

meal. Both of them have their ad-

vantages and disadvantages. It’s up 

to you. Which one is the better fast-

food restaurant? Where are you lov-

in’ it? 

“My penguin is a oval. My Penguin like to 
slide. By: Addie” 
 
Addie Pirozek, kindergarten 

McDonalds vs. Chick-Fil-a 
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“My penguin is a triangle and a circle. My 
penguin likes to play video games. My pen-
guin loves Minecraft. By: Colin” 

Colin Kelly, kindergarten 



 

 

Clare Reagoso, second grade 

One crazy morning, I woke up and you’ll never believe what happened. I got my breakfast out. I made waf-

fles, and pancakes with syrup, whip cream and fruit. Suddenly it all became a face and it started to talk to 

me. It creeped me out. The waffles whispered, “don’t eat us eat something else.” “Like yogurt, or pop tarts” 

stammered the pancakes. The blueberries said, “Can you be our friend,” and Clare said “Yes” and went to 

her room. Clare put the waffles and pancakes under her bed. A second later all the stuffed animals started to 

talk! They all said HiHiHi. Clare did not do anything. She ran downstairs and got her school stuff on. When 

the bus came, Clare got on the bus with Timmy, Luke, and Ryan. When she got at school they walked in 

class. Mrs. D’Avanzo was sick so there was a substitute. Clare put her stuff on the hook. After a while they 

were playing on their iPads. The teacher heard something coming from the books. She did not know what it 

was. It sounded like it was saying “Where am I?” So the teacher went over and looked in the backpacks one 

by one. Clare figured out the talking stuffed animal sneaked in her backpack, she was nervous the teacher 

would find it. Clare quickly jumped up and said “I will look in the backpacks for you.” So the teacher said, 

“ok!” So Clare went over she looked in her backpack first she saw a stuffed animal. She zippered her back-

pack and then said, “There is nothing” to the teacher and then minutes and minutes later! The teacher heard 

something again! Clare got mad. The teacher went over she looked in Clare’s backpack first but just in time 

the animals came over to Clare with no one knowing or seeing. So Clare got better and the rest of the day 

was great. Clare went home at the end of the day. She told her mom about her day and her mom did not be-

lieve her. The next day Clare woke up. Her day was perfect until she went to school. A pencil was on her 

desk. Clare found out something strange the pencil was magic. She used the pencil all day long. Until she 

found out the teacher was an alien. Clare was brave but scared she tried by calming people down. Clare re-

membered about the magic pencil. She ran to her class but the sub locked the door. Somehow Clare found 

the key. She opened the door and then closed it like she was not there. She got the pencil and sucked the 

alien up. The next day Mrs. D’Avanzo was back to school. She said sorry to everyone. The rest of the day 

was great. She played with Zayda, Kennedy, Abby, Lily, and Grace for a long time. Then she went home. 

She got a dog named Carl. Suddenly he started to talk and everyone started laughing. Clare found out Ava 

started the whole thing but Ava said sorry and fixed it. Everyone became friends. But especially her buddy 

Carl. The end! 

would be fun if we got a dog!” 

Then I said, “wait are we getting 

a DOG?!” “Why not,” said my 

mom. Have you ever had that 

feeling you were going to cry? 

Well I have! We were finally 

there! The puppy was little and 

Julia Schmid, fourth grade 

“Julia hurry up it’s time to go!” 

“Go where?” “I can’t tell you!” 

“Ok fine,” so I got into the car 

and there were pillows and wa-

ters. “It’s going to be a long 

ride.” Two hours into the long 

tiring ride my mom said “it 

brown. We took him home and 

invited my cousins over! It was 

so fun. We had cake and every-

thing! That is how I got my pup-

py! 

Talking To Me! 

A Summer Surprise 
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cause he is playful. He is 11 

years old in human years and 77 

years old in dog years. His birth-

day is on the 27th of January. He 

likes to sleep because he is get-

ting old and tired.  

Crusoe Matthewson, third grade 

My dog’s name is Pirate. Pirate is a 

chihuahua. I let him out every day. I 

feed him and give him water a lot. I 

still do that same thing now. He is 

white with brown spots. He likes 

carrots, pizza crust, and dog food. 

Every day he plays with me be-

    Thanksgiving      Christmas 

Isabella Reagoso, 

seventh grade 

I Helped My Dog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geraldine Donahue, first grade 

The season of Christmas is special 

because it is a fun time. Jesus had 

his birthday on December 25th. Je-

sus is the only person who didn’t do 

anything bad. I love Jesus and God. 

Christmas is a time to spend with 

your family. Mary is Jesus’ mom. 

Christmas is a holy time. 

Theresa Oliver, first grade 

I am thankful for God because he 

keeps me safe. I am thankful for my 

teacher because she helps me write. 

I am thankful for airplanes because 

they take me places. I am thankful 

for my family because they love me. 

I am thankful for friends because 

they play with me. I love         

Thanksgiving! 
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“Beautiful bright mid-

night orbits rock re-

volves shiny twilight 

luminate nightlight 

sky visible moon 

bright shiny 

Dark mysterious ex-

traterrestrial aliens 

unknown undiscovered 

invisible creepy 

Footprints earth flag 

America Neil Arm-

strong Buzz Aldron 

ship” 



 

Have you ever worked so hard to do something or be something? If you want to be a professional ath-

lete, you have to work really hard. Not many people can even make it to college for a sport, Who do 

you think should get more money, athletes or teachers?  

I think athletes should get more because they are kids’ heroes. Kids will take time out of their day to 

watch pro-athletes play sports. A lot of athletes will start fundraisers. JJ Watt, who is a football play-

er for the Houston Texans, started a fundraiser for Houston when they had a hurricane. He raised 

over 5 million dollars for the victims of the hurricane. Steph Curry did not ask for presents when he 

got married. He asked the people who went to his wedding to give a donation to a charity. Have any 

teachers ever done that?  Derek Jeter donated over 10 million dollars to encourage a healthy and ac-

tive lifestyle for young kids.  

If you want to become a pro-athlete, you have to work hard every day of your life. Even after you be-

come a pro-athlete, if you have one bad game you could lose your job. Nobody watches teachers to see 

if they’re teaching well. If you are an athlete and you tore your ACL, you could never play a sport 

again. If that happened, you would become broke if it was one of your first years. Some athletes have 

been fired from their job because of what they believed in. You don’t even have to be religious to teach 

at a religious school.  

Other people might say that it is stupid that athletes get paid millions of dollars to get a ball in a bas-

ket or kick a ball in a goal. It isn’t easy to get the ball in the basket against the best players in the 

world. Besides, without sports, announcers might not have a job or the referees might not have a job 

either. Most of the players wouldn’t have a job. I thought people wanted more jobs in the world. By 

the way, how many teachers can jump 46 inches? How many teachers are 7 feet tall? 

I think the hardest jobs in the world are playing pro-sports. Pro-sports could help poor people get 

money because a poor kid could be really good at sports. When he goes pro, his family would not be 

poor anymore. Who doesn’t want to help the poor? Pro-sports help get people off the street. That is 

why I think athletes should get paid way more than teachers. 

Greek gods today are recognized as some of the most popular forms of Greek mythology. There are many 
gods that people in Greece worshipped back in the day. Some are more popular than others, but one thing 
remains in common. All of these gods come from the god of gods (and technically the god of the sky), 
Zeus. Zeus also had a wife that was also a god, Hera, Queen of the gods. One of the most popular myths is 
Medusa, and there is a reason that she has snakes for hair. 

Medusa was the only one of the Gorgon sisters that was a beautiful mortal. Her hair was the one thing that 
she was most proud of. Often she would brag about it to others, including her sisters. One day she fell in 
love with Poseidon, the god of the seas, and she guided him to Athena’s temple for some “alone time.” 
Athena, being outraged and in anger, turned her precious human hair into snakes (she had snakes for hair) 
and turned her beautiful human face into a monster of ugliness. Finally she cursed her so that when anyone 
looked at her ugly face they would turn to stone. Soon after a purge of attack, Perseus managed to cut off 
Medusa’s head, and now it rests on Athena’s shield. 

There are many other gods as well as the ones previously mentioned. There was Cupid, god of love. There 

was Athena, god of wisdom. There was Hades, god of the underworld. There was Minotaurs, and many 

others. But to summarize this all up, Greek gods were and always will be the most important thing of 

Greek mythology. 

Pro-Athletes vs. Teachers    Daniel Keenan, fifth grade 

Greek Gods            Gregory Pellerito, sixth grade 
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Lola Flynn, eighth grade 

When I was about five years old, my Christmas Eve birthday got in the way of Christmas...for my entire 
family. My birthday is on Christmas Eve, which I do not enjoy, because I have to wait 364 days to have a 
celebration of presents. Now, I know that makes me sound greedy, but because of my special birthday, the 
Christmas of 2009 was ruined. 

Everyone knows a kid’s favorite holiday is Christmas. It’s still my favorite holiday of the year. Children get 
super excited for Christmas; they definitely get a little crazy and hyper. Now, imagine me at five years old, 
having Christmas and my birthday one day apart. I was twice as crazy! The reason I was so energetic that 
time of year was really just for all the presents that would be coming my way. 

On my fifth birthday, I was more ecstatic that usual for some reason. It was an ordinary birthday, with cake, 
presents, family, friends, and decorations. I can’t explain why I was so hyper. After my birthday celebration 
was over, my five-year-old self was very gloomy. I then remembered Christmas was the next day and im-
mediately felt better. 

My entire dad’s side of my family went to my aunt and uncle’s house to celebrate Christmas Eve. The night 
came to an end and we were all exhausted. When we arrived home, everyone went to bed. I woke up in the 
middle of the night wanting a glass of water. I rolled out of my comfy bed and tiptoed down the creaky 
stairs to the kitchen. I quickly glanced over at the family room and I was amazed at a room filled with 
Christmas presents. My eyes were caught by the red and green wrapping paper as I felt a rush of excitement 
overfill my tiny body. I thought all these presents were for me! 

I stood there in awe, staring at the heavenly room. I thought, “Since the presents were all for my birthday, 
why should I wait?” I just started tearing through all these presents one after another, with wrapping paper 
flying up in the air. There were baby dolls, makeup, robotic puppies, a Nintendo DS, Barbies, a huge me-
chanical horse, and...trucks? Why were there presents for boys? I ignored it and continued rummaging 
through boxes. Once I had opened every single present in the room, I laid on the floor surrounded by a 
mountain of presents, feeling accomplished.  

All of a sudden, booming footsteps echoed to the bottom floor. Someone was coming, and I couldn’t wait to 
tell them all about my new gifts! Once my dad walked into the family room, his eyes grew double the size. 
He told me the presents were not for me, but that they were the family Christmas gifts. He yelled at his little 
five-year-old daughter, that opened every Christmas present. Now it was my turn to have my eyes grow 
double the size! This sounds funny now, but at the time, I was terrified! My mood shifted from exhilarated 
to terrified and panicked. Tears started streaming down my face uncontrollably. Everyone in the family 
would be so disappointed. I ruined Christmas. 

The problem wasn’t really resolved. Everyone was just as upset about the presents, especially my brothers. 

Keaton and Tucker had no presents to open; one of the worst fears of a child. I cried all day long, and in 

every picture taken on Christmas morning I was bawling. The lesson I learned from this event was not to 

jump to conclusions and that making assumptions too quickly results in bad situations. Because of this poor 

decision, there were no presents left to open on Christmas morning. Thankfully, my parents were under-

standing. To this day, I am still truly sorry for the Christmas of 2009. 

Not My Presents 
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Justin Yanocha, eighth grade 

Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were Italian-born Americans who were controversially convicted 
of murder in 1921. Seven years later, they were electrocuted in the electric chair at Charlestown State 
Prison. Some people think these men were innocent while others believe they are guilty. 

Many people believe that Sacco and Vanzetti were wrongfully convicted and are still fighting for justice. 
Some people believe they were only charged because they were Italian immigrants. There is almost no 
evidence showing their guilt. The only thing they had to go on was a witness who said he saw two Ital-
ian men at the crime scene. Also, the judge who ruled their case said “they ought to hang them anyway” 
while the trial was still ongoing. They also had many alibis stating that they were elsewhere on the day 
of the robbery. During the trial, a forensic expert stated that a bullet found in the dead man’s body was 
shot from Vanzetti’s gun. Later, after they were executed, the bullet was actually shown that it could 
have been shot from any .32 revolver. The minimal evidence against them suggests that the only thing 
they were guilty of was being Italian in America. 

Some people think that Sacco and Vanzetti are guilty of this crime. This is because two witnesses said 
they saw a man speed off in a car who pointed a gun at them, who they identified as Sacco. Two other 
witnesses also claimed they saw Vanzetti near the scene of the crime. The prosecution claimed that Van-
zetti’s gun was stolen from the murdered security guard, whose was missing. When asked to describe 
the gun he incorrectly described it multiple times. At the time of his arrest, Vanzetti also claimed that he 
had bought the gun at the store, but when asked what the price was his answer was over three times the 
actual value. The security guard’s gun had been recently repaired. The shop owner testified that a new 
spring and hammer were put into his gun. Upon examining Vanzetti’s gun it had a new hammer and 
spring matching the description of the guard’s missing gun. Due to this evidence it is easy to see why 
people would think they were guilty of this crime. 

There is a lot of evidence supporting both sides. They were both eventually charged with murder and on 
August 23, 1927 executed by the electric chair. This case has fascinated people for a long time. Since 
Vanzetti was the only one with evidence against him could one of these men be guilty and the other in-
nocent? We may never know if these men were wrongly convicted or not but they have already paid the 
ultimate price for their crimes.  

Marita Irvine, fifth grade 

 

Homework! I bet every kid reading this knows what it is but wishes they didn’t. I’ve never met a kid who 
when they hear homework jumps up and down with excitement. Well don’t worry, this won’t be a boring 
essay on homework. This will be a reasonable essay stating why not to have homework. Kids all over the 
world will groan and fuss because they know they shouldn’t have homework. 
 

Let’s go through a normal day of a kid. They wake up around 6:00 or 7:00 depending on their school. Then 
they get dressed, eat their breakfast, brush their teeth, and head to school. While at school, they will work 
for eight hours and head on home. Don’t forget, kids don’t just have school. They could have sports or 
events. So, they get dressed as fast as they can because their mom is in the car waiting. After their sports 
practice, they come back twice as sweaty and smelly than if a skunk had just sprayed them. So, of course 
they don’t want to smell like a skunk all night so they take a shower.  As soon as they get out, it’s time for din-
ner. Then, they brush their teeth and get ready for bed, and by that time they’ll have to go to sleep. However, they 
can’t go to bed because they have to finish their homework due the next day. So, they stay up past their bedtime try-
ing to finish their homework instead of sleeping.  Keep in mind, they’re a kid. (cont’d on page 15) 

Sacco and Vanzetti 

School Should Not Have Homework 
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Shea Kingsley,  seventh grade “Janet M. Link 

was always 

unique, with her 

bright red bows 

and buttons that 

are pink. She al-

ways stood out 

from her nose to 

her toes, and she 

always is wear-

ing beautiful 

clothes. Although 

people would 

stare, Janet M. 

Link did not care. 

She would walk 

on past with 

stunning pink 

hair. Although 

she grew old, she 

is still standing 

bold, driving a 

dazzling pink car 

in a world that is 

dull.” 

If anything, kids need their sleep or else they will be mean and cranky in the morning just like a cat touching water. 
In addition to that, kids could stress a lot about if they got all of their homework done. Then, if they did their best on 
it, they didn’t have much time to go to sleep. 
 
Let’s just say you’re busy a certain day and you forget to do your homework. You come in the next day already 
knowing the mistake you have made and try to get it done before the bell rings. However, you have too much. Your 
homework would take you ages. Let’s face it. If you’re a kid and you forgot your homework, you would obviously 
try to think of an excuse. As soon as that thought crosses your mind, the bell rings and you’re out of luck. So, you get 
to your classroom crossing all your fingers hoping she doesn’t ask for homework. As much as that could be the best 
thing ever, there is also something called reality. So, the teacher gives you a talk asking why you didn’t do your 
homework, but what they don’t understand is they don’t have homework. They don’t understand what having home-
work is like. Say you’re a kid and you get a demerit. That can bring a huge emotional toll over you. If you get five 
demerits you get a detention. You would have a detention for mistakenly forgetting to do your homework. Really, 
teachers? 

 
Even though some might explain that kids should have homework, it’s good for them to get their brain muscles mov-
ing. I question why, because all you’re doing is relearning what you already learned that day. Say a teacher didn’t get 
to a certain subject because they were too busy focusing on another subject. They would give the kids homework they 
didn’t even learn or go over. Kids can get frustrated with their homework because the teacher didn’t go over it with 
them. True story, one day my sister came home with loads of homework and the teacher didn’t even teach it, but she 
expected them to know it. My sister felt upset and had to learn the homework herself. If we didn’t learn it in class, 
why should we learn it at home? 

 
In conclusion, kids shouldn’t have homework. I’m not just saying that because I don’t want homework. I’m saying 
that because out of 100 people, 71 people said no to homework on an online tally. This might shock you, but not all 
of them were kids with dumb reasons. There were many adults saying why it’s wrong to have homework. Adults! 
After everything I’ve said, such as stress, sleep, and not learning it yet, why would you give homework to a kid? In 
the end, kids just want to be kids while they can. 
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