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Noah Peterson, fourth 
grade 
 
   The definition of a 
good mom is to be 
open to opportunities, 
wise when needed, ac-
cept all ideas (even the 
weird ones), and love 
her children. They pro-
tect, encourage, and 
care for their family.     
They send their chil-
dren on the right path 
and help them grow. A 
good mom clears the 
road for their children 
like a steam roller 
smoothing out the 
highway. A good mom 
always has a big hug 
when you need one. 
    That is exactly what 
my mom does.  She 
always takes me to the 
doctor when I am sick. 

When I am insanely an-
noying she does not get 
mad at me at all, she just 
moves on. When I say 
something a little weird, 
that is clearly impossible, 
she actually listens.  I love 
that about her! 
     She always helps me 
work through all of my 
problems, and she always 
finds a solution. In my 
eyes, she is like a mama 
bear, brave, strong, and 
always willing to protect 
her children. She is the 
rain and I am the plant. 
She helps me grow, and 
she gives me what I need. 
 I am the train and she is 
the tracks, she sends me 
on the right path. 
     In conclusion, when the 
whole world becomes dark 
her luminous smile is right 
there waiting for me. 

When I fall she is al-
ways right on her feet 
ready to help. In my 
darkest hour she is the 
sun. She is always the 
sun. She is always 
shining bright with her 
big smile and her posi-
tive spirit. That is why 
my mom qualifies as 
PEOPLE magazine’s 
best mom’s competi-
tion! 

Sincerely,   
          Noah 

Mother’s Day 

May 2019 

Easter Break 
Arantza Lopez, first grade 

On my Easter break I did 
an egg hunt. I ate a    
chocolate bunny. I      
colored Easter eggs. I 
enjoyed time with my 
sisters! I love Easter    
because Jesus died on the 
cross! 

“One thing have I 
asked of the LORD, 
that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in 
the house of the 
LORD all the days of 
my life, to gaze upon 
the beauty of the 
LORD and to inquire 
in his temple.” 

Psalms 27:4 



   I always try to be a good friend 

and I will put that to good use. I 

will always be there to help you 

if you are hurt or need help with 

any classwork—that’s only if I 

understand it. But if I don’t, 

we’ll work together to figure it 

out somehow.                                      

I   I enjoy listening to what oth-

ers have to say. So, if you have 

any suggestions, just let me 

know and I’ll pass them on to 

Mrs. Krall. An idea I have is to 

do more activities outside. The 

fresh air will help us focus and 

we can use nature to help us 

learn. I do feel like I am a hard 

worker, so I won’t give up and 

will persevere until the job is 

done. This year has been great so 

far and I hope we can work to-

gether to make it even better! 

Thank you. 

Christopher Griest, third 
grade 

   Do you always feel happy at 

school? Do you feel safe? Do 

you have fun each day? Well, I 

am Christopher Griest, and I am 

here as your mayor to work with 

each of you to make sure our 

class is the best it can be. 

houses. They thought that they 

were safe they weren’t safe be-

cause the cat was on its way. They 

were happy because they were 

alone when suddenly the cat was 

saying, “litted mice, little mice let 

me in!” He did not let him in so he 

bleed doun (blew down) his straw 

home. Then he went to the 2 

Kennedy Parker, second grade 

    Once upon a time three litted 

mice were living in a forest. They 

heard about the big bad cat. The 

big bad cat was very very mean. 

Everyone was afraid of the big bad 

cat. The litted mice were more 

afraid than anybody because they 

were mice and cats eat mice. So all 

of the litted mice built their own 

(second) mouse house and he 

blew doun (down) the second 

house because it was made of 

sticks. The 2 mouse got eaten up 

and then he whet (went) to the 3 

house! He could not blow down 

the 3 house because it was made 

of blocks. The litted mouse came 

out and the big bad cat tricked 

the mouse and he ate him. The 

end. 

Mayor’s Speech 

My First Holy Communion 
Riley Surrena, second grade 

 

“On this day: May 5, 2019 
At this Place: St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Celebrant: Monsignor Carroll 
The word Eucharist means: giving thanks 
My favorite prayer is: Hail Mary 
 
This is how I celebrated my first communion: I want 
(went) out with my Momom, Uncle, cucs, my mom 
and my Dad and Bill-Bill for lunch and I had a 
stradown (straw down) my thot (throat) but I was 
okay.” 
 
What I remember most about this day is: My family 
came for me.” 
Some special gifts I received: money $170 and my 
prue with all of my communion things are in there 

The Three Litted Mice and the Big Bad Cat 
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John Grace, sixth grade 

Excerpt from Full Essay 

Alexander Hamilton was a man with many roles, including 
revolutionary hero, orphan, first Secretary of the Treasury, the even-
tual father of our national banking system, the man who wrote essay 
after essay defending the Constitution, and an early abolitionist. He 
was also a key to America’s beginning. 

 

George Washington did not run for a third term as US presi-
dent, and as a result he sought out Hamilton to create a farewell ad-
dress to the American people. Following the election, John Adams 
became the 2nd president, his vice president was Thomas Jefferson, 
two of Hamilton’s biggest foes. Hamilton was fired from Secretary of 
the Treasury. He returned to his work as a lawyer, and as a lawyer he 
continued to write about the United States government. His writing 
about his political views would, however come back to haunt him. He wrote about how Aaron Burr was 
unfit for the position of New York governor. Aaron Burr later lost the election. After the election, Burr 
blamed Hamilton for losing the election.  This caused Burr to challenge Hamilton to a duel. Although 
duels were illegal in New York and most other states at that time, the law against them was not strictly 
enforced in New Jersey. Therefore, Burr and Hamilton would agree to face off in Weehawken, a small 
NJ town across the Hudson River from New York City. 

 

Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr met at dawn in Weehawken, NJ on July 11, 1804. Aaron 
Burr and his second, the person whose job is to negotiate a possible truce and other essential functions, 
William P Van Ness arrived at the dueling grounds, and so did Alexander Hamilton and his second Na-
thaniel Pendleton. Van Ness and Pendleton failed to reach a truce. The two men began the duel, taking 
ten paces to draw positions. Two shots were fired, but only one landed. Alexander Hamilton would die 
the next day in New York City. Burr was charged with murder in New York and New Jersey and would 
fly under the radar until his death. Burr would later say “my friend Hamilton whom I shot” when speak-
ing of Hamilton.  

 
    Alexander Hamilton’s legacy is very complex. He was still very famous when he died and was well 
remembered by his family. Despite the fact that Hamilton was on the ten dollar bill, many people forgot 
about his incredible story. His legacy and story was brought back into the public mainstream in 2015 
when songwriter Lin-Manuel Miranda released his new broadway show titled Hamilton: an American 
Musical. The show was a huge success having been nominated for 16 Tony awards. Hamilton also won a 
Grammy for the best cast album. Miranda even used direct quotes from Hamilton’s writings in his song 
lyrics.  In a very important scene at the end of the play, the actor playing Hamilton sings, “best of wives, 
best of women” when addressing Eliza Hamilton wrote this exact phrase in the letter he left behind for 
his wife before confronting Burr at the fatal duel. 

 

   Today, with the success of the musical show and album, Alexander Hamilton is very well known, per-
haps getting the credit that an orphan immigrant deserves after rising to be George Washington’s “right 
hand man” and establishing our national banking system. While not everything is in our control, and 
there will always be hardships to overcome, Alexander Hamilton did everything in his power to help 
build the global power America is today. 

Alexander Hamilton 
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   What is the definition of a good mom? A good mom is someone who cares and loves you. She lets you 
eat food that you find delicious. She surprises you when you least expect it and rewards you with incredi-
ble gifts. Moms that excel remind you where you have to be and when you have to be there. 

 
    Susan Shaffer is a definite winner of this award because she supports her sons and does not yell at them 
even when she seems as mad as a taunted bull. She always puts her children in front of herself and she 
works very hard so her kids can enjoy life. She makes food for her family that beats a chef at a winning 
restaurant’s masterpiece dish, and she is always grateful when she receives food made by someone else. 

 
    She always does as much as she can to help others succeed in difficult tasks. Her kids love her so much 
as a result of the spectacular kindnesses she distributes. She does so much to please her kids that they 
sometimes take it for granted, even though they should not because some people do not have everything 
that she offers. She takes advantage of every opportunity to excite her kids like a mascot at a sports game. 

 
    The mom of the year has been amazing every day for a whole year and definitely deserves this award. 
This is a very prestigious honor and she should be very proud of her work. Let’s hope she can keep it up! 

 
Sincerely, 
Quinlan P. Kelly 
Head of People Magazine 

Flamingos 

Alexandra Oliver, third grade 

Susan Shaffer Wins Mom of the Year Award! 
Quinlan Kelly, fourth grade 
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At first flamingos are light and white. 

They look like elegant swans at night. 

They twinkle in water when sunlight has risen, 

and sparklers it’s not a duck or pigeon. 

They fly pretty high up in the sky. 

Though it takes them a while 

To take off in flight. 

They like to fly to a tropical sight. 

You might even see them if you are a tour guide. 

That is all though it is only a few 

I hope you enjoyed my poem for you. 

So you can tell me what’s your view. 

Because you should have one too. 

Margo Irvine, third grade 

If I was a beautiful 

butterfly, I would 

fly to a beautiful 

flower and sit there 

and enjoy the world 

God made for us. If 

I was a beautiful 

butterfly, I would 

go to my friends’ house and if they were 

butterflies too, I would fly and be grateful 

for them. 

If I Was A Beautiful 

Butterfly... 



Megan Gardner, eighth grade 

 

My mother is so gentle and kind 

She always has a smile on her face 

I give her a hard time, she doesn’t mind 

She takes me and my friends to our place 

 

I just want you to know how much we love you 

All the way to the moon and back 

You are very cool too 

Thanks for making me good snacks 

 

You work both day and night 

Helping me with my life 

You always say things right 

You’re such a great wife 

 

Love you mom. 

Have a great Mother’s Day. 

Mother’s Day 
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Mother’s Day Sonnet 
Annabelle Wiedel, eighth grade 

 

To My Mother on her special day, 

I want to thank you for all you do, 

Thanks for undoing clouds of gray, 

And for always making me have fun too. 

 

You are so sweet and smiley, 

Being a Mom is a hard job to obtain, 

And I think of you so highly, 

And you always make our priorities main. 

 

If it weren’t for you we wouldn’t be the same, 

You always do everything for us, 

And you are the opposite of lame, 

You do everything without a big fuss. 

 

I wish the happiest of Mother’s Day to you, 

Love you and thank you for all you do. 

Luke Steinrock, seventh grade 
 

What surprised me about slavery was that their lives 

were so short. The men’s average lifespan was 29 years which 

today is 76 years old. That is so sad and hard to think about 

that they die so soon because they worked so hard and long. 

Also how slave owners just whip innocent people that are 

working really hard for them. After a day of being whipped 

there are very large marks that look very painful. 

Only 1 out of 50 African Americans were free and they 

still couldn’t do a lot. They faced terrible discrimination every 

day. Even if an African American was free from slavery they 

had limits of what they could do. They couldn't travel by 

themselves, vote, or hold certain jobs. Even when slaves es-

caped, were lucky enough to get out and they still were totally 

free, there was a law that allowed slave owners to capture 

them and bring them back to the plantation. 

Thoughts on Slavery Owl 

Emilia Calzaretta, kindergarten 



On my Easter break, I went to 
Monster dam! I got Pokemon 
cards! I went to the playground! 
I had Easter dinner we eat ham! I 
loved Easter because on Easter 
Jesus rose from the dead! 

Natalie Lucas, fifth grade 

 

   Everybody has a hero. But on-
ly 1% has an extra special one. 
That 1% is me. My heroes are 
outstanding because they’re my 
mom and dad. There my heroes 
because they take care of me, 
love me and also helps me with 
everything. 
   They are outstanding because 
my mom and dad take care of 
me and love me. That is how I 
feel when I am with my parents 
everyday. I love them so much 
that I can’t put it into words. 
They take care of me to. They 
take care of me and they also 
take me everywhere. 
  Let me tell you a little bit about 

my mom’s background. She 
grew up in Indonesia. It was 
tough living there for a lot of 
people. She grew up in a nice 
family and she was taught well. I 
look up to my mom for that. She 
saw a lot of poor people and she 
helped them all. My mom still 
does it to this day. I want to be 
like that everyday. She took time 
out of her day and used her own 
money to help people. My dad 
also takes his money and time to 
help the poor too. 
   I look up to them because they 
are funny and nice. My mom is 
not like any other mom in the 
world. She is really funny. She 
dances everyday but her dances 

are not always the best. But my 
mom is that mom, a cool one. 
My dad is also really funny too. 
When I scare him I don’t really 
scare him but he acts like he is 
really scared. I want to grow up 
to be funny like my parents be-
cause I like to see other people 
laugh. 
   Not everyone has a hero. I'm 
lucky that I get to see them eve-
ryday. They are the best people 
ever born in the world. I can’t 
believe that they are my parents. 
They take care of me all the time 
and love me a lot. That’s what 
true heroes are. 
   
 

Easter Break 
Naomi Souza, first grade 

Mom and Dad 
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Genevieve Ferry, second grade 
    Once upon a time there was three little children 
and a big bad teacher. One day the three children 
went outside to play. When they were almost done 
they sall (saw) the big bad teacher. All of the girls 
said “Run!!” They got tired so they ran to the art 
room. The teacher found them in there. So they ran 
to the cafeteria. Again the big bad teacher found 
them and said, “I am not bad I am good,” and they 
became friends. The end. 

The Big Bad Teacher Was Named? 



Anna Pinto, third grade 

Once upon a time there was a 
tiny drop named Tiny. She was 
very cute. She lived in the ocean 
and had lots of friends. She 
thought the ocean was awesome, 
but then she somehow evapo-
rated and condensed into a 
cloud. She was very sad because 
she wanted to go back to the 
ocean. She met a lot of friends 
on the cloud then somehow out 
of nowhere, she started raining 
down back to the ocean. She was 
home with her family now. Next, 
now the whole family evapo-
rated and condensed into a 
cloud. They were having a party 

all day on the cloud. The cloud 
started to get dark. It started to 
rain and lightening too. Some-
how I ended up in a lake. It was 
very dirty and I hated it, there 
was a bunch of weird animals 
circling around me, so I begged 
to go back to the cloud. I did and 
it was so much fun. I got to go 
back to my family. Then some-
thing terrible happened. My 
whole family came with me. 
They thought the lake was gross 
too, but they went back to the 
cloud and lived happily ever af-
ter. 

My Hero 

Tiny 

 

Anna Holmsten, fifth grade 

 
        The definition of a hero to me, is someone who helps others, and never gives up. My hero is the riding 
legend Harry DeLeyer. Harry was only a teenager during World War II. During the war he risked his life, 
then he came to America. He  gave his kindness, and his home to others who were segregated. He grew up 
around horses, and animals in the Netherlands. He had little money when he came, but he didn’t let that set 
him back. 
             One of the stories that I believe helped shape his characteristic of his kindness is that during World 
War II he gave parts of his house to people alienated for being Jewish. He used the little he and his family 
had to help those who had been torched until they had nothing and were left to die. I aspire to be like this, 
because I want to help others who no one else likes, or cares about. 
             I want to be a hard worker, and he was a very hard worker. When he came to the U.S.A. he had to 
work extremely hard to make a living since he only came over with his wife and their two crates of necessi-
ties. He started off in America living in a shed with his wife, then he worked his way up until he had a 
house of his own, with a family of his own. 
              One of the many ways that he inspires me, is that he always believed. He believed in everyone, he 
never gave up hope about someone/something. He believed so much that he took a horse that was on its 
way to the slaughter house, and made it an internationally famous, and loved horse, who beat the odds, and 
broke all of the jumping records in history. That horse was Snowman. 
             So to sum it all up, this man was someone who gave his everything to others. He never gave up, 
and worked to earned everything that he has. Harry didn’t alienate others because of what they believed in, 
instead he helped them. So to me, he is the exact definition of a hero. 
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Devyn Slezak, kindergarten 

Owl 



 

 

Annie McGrory, eighth grade 
 
    In the Summer of 2017 my siblings, my neighbors and I were playing football in the street. While we 
were throwing the ball around we noticed a bird who looked lost up in a tree. Because the bird was a 
parakeet and wasn’t supposed to be outside we knew that we should try and rescue it. Before any of us 
could think what to do my neighbor threw the football up at the tree branch and the bird flew down. Af-
ter all of us had finished yelling at him because he could of hurt it we decided to bring the bird into my 
house to see what my mom would say. 
 

    When we entered the house my mom was in shock 
and couldn’t believe that we found a parakeet. We 
quickly tried to find a cage that it could use until we 
found the owner. Because we had never had any type 
of bird before so we had to use a cat carrier for a cage 
and we made a perch out of twigs. While my mom 
tried to find the owner me, my neighbors, and my sib-
lings argued who’s house the the bird would live in if 
we didn’t find an owner. After over a week of search-
ing for the owner we gave up and decided to keep the 
bird. Because my neighbors parents wouldn’t allow a 
bird in their house everyone in my family except for 
my dad happily agreed to care for it. 
 

    After we officially agreed to this big responsibility 
we had to come up with a name. To my surprise my 
family didn’t really care about who picked the name so 
I did. Because the bird was white and blue I decided to 
name him Blu after the bird in the movie Rio. 
 

    After about two weeks of Blu living in a cat carrier 
we got a cage as well as some toys and more food. To 
this day I still spend a lot of time with Blu. Sometimes 
when I do my homework he sits on my shoulder or 
when I'm on my phone he likes to sit on top of it. 
 

    I will never forget the day I unexpectedly got a new 
pet, and hopefully one day we can get another friend 
for Blu! 

The Time I Got A Bird 
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“Whatever you do, do everything for 

the glory of God.” 

1 Corinthians 10:31 



Riley Kane, sixth grade 
 
   My trip to Ireland was amaz-
ing, beautiful, and so much fun! 
I’ll tell you about my favorite 
parts, which were, the Cliffs of 
Moher, Aran Islands, and a town 
called Lisdoonvarna. Out of all 
my adventures, the Cliffs of 
Moher were my favorite because 
we got to walk along a beautiful 
cliff side with no boundaries, 
and we got to see the jaw- drop-
ping view it provided of the 
deep, blue ocean. Though the 
walking ten miles was not my 
favorite part it was all worth it 
for the breathtaking view. 

    Then, my second favorite part 
of the trip was going to the Aran 
Islands where there are basically 
no speeding cars, so we chose to 
ride bikes everywhere. To get 
there, we first had to ride a boat. 
The boat ride was like trying to 
stand on a rolling wooden barrel, 
back and forth, back and forth, 
for 30 minutes straight. After we 
got off the boat, we were on the 
wonderful, solid land! Next, we 
rented or hired bikes to ride 
around the island. This experi-
ence was so amazing because of 
all the different sights, culture, 
and the food. We also got to see 
a rusty ship, a 12th century old 
church, a towering lighthouse, 
and the blue Atlantic Ocean. 
Then, of course, time flies by 

and we had to get back on the 
boat to go home. The boat ride 
back was so much worse be-
cause the sea was a lot more 
choppy, and we were on this lit-
tle fisherman boat which smelled 
like fish. Gross! 
    We got off the boat at the 
port, and went back to our gar-
age like bed and breakfast house 
in Lisdoonvarna. Since we were 
so close to the town we walked 
and got our dinner. Our dinner 
was filled with yummy foods, 
like pizza and five ounce bottles 
of ginger ale. Next, we went 
back to the house and went to 
bed. After two weeks of vaca-
tion, I was ready to go home. 
Overall during the entire trip the 
best part was spending time with 
my family. 

“When it is raining I am inside. I like to play 
video games. I want April showers to bring 

May flowers. 
James Miller, kindergarten 

Trip to Ireland 
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“When it is raining I am outside. Play in the 
puddles. I want April showers to bring May 

flowers. 

Rose Donohue, kindergarten 

 

April Showers... 



 

 

Nicole Amicone, fifth grade                                                                    
 

            My parents are great. They both do everything for me and they love me. Both of my parents care so 
much for me, my brothers, and other people too! My parents donate clothes to to homeless people and do-
nate toys to the people who don’t have any. 
            My mom’s name is Liz Amicone and she grew up in Scranton. My mom has two sisters and one 
brother. My moms brother and father sadly passed away but will always be with her. My moms sisters still 
live in Scranton and would almost everyday go home and help their parents. Over the weekends my family 
and I go to Scranton which is about a two hour drive and go visit my grandma, Aunts, Uncles, and cousins. 
Right now my mom works at this business called “Turn Out Now” and works from home. My mom is my 
hero because she does everything for me. Since I have three older brothers my mom also takes time out of 
her day to help us with something. For example, when I’m sick my mom takes care of me, when I have 
sports my mom drives me there, and so many more I couldn’t even think of. 
           My dad's name is Joe Amicone and he grew up in Broomall. He is an only child and his dad also sad-
ly died. My dad has black hair and every time the song “Thank You Next” comes on he always says “Bacon 
Eggs” because he thinks it sounds like that. The funny thing is, even when I’m not in the car with him and 
the song comes on he will text me saying “Bacon Eggs”. My dad does everything for me and my brothers 
just like my mom, my dad takes me places like basketball games, my friends house, and many more. My 
dad cares so much for me and that is why he is my hero. My dad works at the Philadelphia Art Museum and 
almost every year he brings me to work with him. After my dad is working he usually takes me to the muse-
um to look at stuff and buy stuff too! My dad jokes with me all the time and when I’m sad or upset he will 
make me happy and cheer me up. The last thing about my dad is that when my mom is on business trip far 
away my dad would stay home from work and make sure I’m on the bus, make sure I eat, and just cares for 
me so much. 
           Together my mom and dad make a great team. They love me, take care of me, help me with home-
work, take me places, and many many more. Also if I ever get bullied or got upset by someone they will 
cheer me up and say inspirational things to me. Most importantly they always make sure I get my sleep and 
want me to do what’s best for me. 
         My parents inspire me every day because how great they are and how much I want to be like them. 
My mom and dad help me with my homework, help me make food, sometimes make my bed, and so many 
more things. I love my parents so much and don’t know what I would do without them. Another thing is if 
I’m hurt they will fly on there hero caps and rush over to help me. In conclusion, for all of these reasons, 
this is why my parents are my knights in shining armor. They protect me from any harm and want me to put 
my best foot forward. 

made of paper on the very top. 

The smell of it is like heaven 

would smell like. Also it looks 

like a brown round lipstick. It 

sounds like the snap from a soda 

bottle cracking open. While I am 

eating it it tastes like a melted 

s’more on a crispy graham 

cracker. The feel of it is like 

brown icing going in circles on 

Parker Wiedel, fourth grade 

Have you ever had a brown rain 

drop from a big brown cloud? 

They are round and kinda the 

shape of a pyramid on a hot de-

sert day. They have a little flag 

waving around in the air. The 

flag is white and blue, and it is 

top of each other. They sound 

like an echo of someone lighting 

firecrackers. I love how fast it 

melts in your mouth. They are 

hard like a rock, but once you 

bite it you want one million 

more. It feels like a smooth 

brown cone. Also it kinda looks 

like a lamp shade. 

My Parents 

Hershey Kiss 
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Snowflakes 

Easter Break 

Brynn Domizio, third grade 

Snowflakes they fall from way up above, 

They cover the ground which I really love. 

They are all really different in one special way, 

I wish it would snow every day! 
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Kayleigh Powell, first grade 

On my Easter break I went to Sesame 

Street. I eat a chocolate bunny. I had a 

Easter egg hunt. I enjoyed Easter time 

with family. I love Easter because Jesus 

rose from the dead. 

Lanie McMahon, first grade 

On my Easter break I went to the beach 

with my family. On Easter Jesus rose 

from the dead on Easter Sunday. I went 

to my grandmom and grandpop’s and we 

made a bunny cake. I went to an egg 

hunt with my friends. I love Easter be-

cause Jesus rose from the dead on Easter 

Sunday. 



 

Sammy Curran, fifth grade 
 

       Have you ever thought about who your hero is? Until now I didn’t. I thought about it and my hero is 
Michelle Obama. She was born in 1964 in Chicago, Illinois. Also, she went to Princeton University, gradu-
ating cum laude in 1985 with a B.A. in sociology. After, she went to Harvard Law School in 1988.  She is 
my hero because she is gifted with knowledge, good-hearted, and cooperative in the real world’s problems. 
Also, she is a great example to young adults that want to help the world with its many problems. 
       As First Lady she focused her attention on social issues such as poverty, healthy living, and education. 
Michelle took part in demonstrations calling for enrollment and hiring of more minority students and pro-
fessors. I admire this because it is important to focus on the problems that really matter as example poverty. 
She also focuses a lot on all education of all sorts. Also, she cares about all people in different shapes, sizes, 
and colors. 
      She is also my hero because I am really interested in gender equality and she helps women have equal 
rights. Also, she helps people reach their full potential regardless of the color of their skin. As a young 
woman I care about gender equality and hope to grow up like her and fight for women’s rights. Michelle 
fights for women to get paid the same amount as men because a woman only gets paid 78 dollars while a 
man gets 100 dollars. I care about that because I wanted to show boys that girls can play tackle football, but 
it is apparently a rule that a girl can’t play on a tackle football team and yet I am still fighting to play next 
season. (Continued on  page 13) 

Luke Pirozek, fourth grade 
 

Have you ever wondered what the definition of a good mom means?  Read to find out! A good 
mom makes sacrifices for you and forgives her children when they do something wrong. If you are injured, 
 she will be there for you. Moms are really amazing! Well, My mom is amazing, how about yours? 

My mom fits the definition because if I did something mean she will always forgive me. When I’m 
down she will be there to pick me up like I am the dust and she is the broom. My mom is my favorite sun-
shine because I love her more than the Pittsburgh Steelers, I really mean it mom! However, even if some-
times, I am the most annoying in the family, my mom will never stop loving me! She loves me to the moon 
and back! That is why my mom fits the definition! 

She is the best mom ever, not the best, the GREATEST mom! One of the reasons is, if I did not 
have my mom I would not be able to get to sports on time, and I would have no clue how to do my home-
work. My mom does more than that, she also takes care of us, helps us, prays for us, and obviously loves 
us. If there was a Hall of Fame Museum, my mom’s picture would be hanging there strong and proud. She 
protects me like I am the bear cub and she is the momma bear. My mom is like a soft tissue picking up my 
tears when I am sad! My mom walks my dog every morning, she does not have to do it, but she does! She 
also has to feed him and picks up his nasty poop. If I did that I would have poop all over me, but my mom 
does it FOR US!    

If you do not think I can prove it to you, well I have more than 150% of proof. One reason, when I 
have to go to the bathroom on road trips she tries to find the closest exit! Well, if you think that is not 
enough proof, another reason is if I am hungry at tournaments or sports, she will immediately try to find 
food. That is why she is the best mom ever! Obviously I proved to you guys that Karen Bartnick Pirozek is 
the best mom of all time. 

Here comes my favorite part summing it all up! So clearly all the facts and sentences I told about 
my mom prove that she is the world’s greatest mom.  My mom does everything for us, takes us to movies, 
plays, games, and vacations. That is why my mom is in the Hall of Fame museum for being the World’s 
Greatest Mom! 
I love her so much! 

Love, Luke AKA Chief XOXO 

My Hero  

Happy Mother’s Day 
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Ryan Jaross, seventh grade 
 
     “The Philadelphia Phillies are world champions of base-
ball.” That was one of the famous quotes in Phillies history 
by Harry Kalas. This is just one of the best calls in franchise 
history and explains what the Phillies are all about. Their 
history, the logos from present to past, and the players who 
have came through this city have made the Phillies a histori-
cal and phenomenal franchise. 
     The Philadelphia Phillies are one of the most popular 
franchises in the MLB. Their team name is so meaningful to 
the people in the city of Philadelphia. When the Phillies first 
started their franchise, they were known as the Quakers in 
1883. Because they didn’t like their name they decided to 
change their name to the Phillies which is short for Philadel-
phians. They like to keep the citizens Philadelphia involved 
with their team. The word Philadelphia means Brotherly 
Love, so the Phillies franchise has brotherly love, and part of 
the reason the fans love their team is the name which connects to the long history of the city.    
     The Phillies are proud to bring some of the best awards to the city of Brotherly Love. They have won 
seven National League pennants and two World Series. After they won the 2008 World Series, Jimmy Rol-
lins said “everyone get ready for that parade down Broad Street.” The World Series dreams still continue 
today. Many individual players have brought honors such as MVP’s, Gold Gloves, and many batting titles. 
Many of the players work hard to bring that honor back to Philadelphia. Since 2000 Phillies players have 
won 26 awards. These are just some of the best awards that have come to this city. 
     The Phillies have also brought in the best players in the game. They bring in players that will work hard 
every day during the season. A lot of the Philadelphia fans love to see hustle and grit out of their sports 
teams and the Phillies bring that. Some of the best players are Jimmy Rollins, Chase Utley, Ryan Howard, 
Mike Schmidt, Roy Halladay, Pete Rose, and most recently Bryce Harper. These are just some of the best 
players that have played for this franchise. All of them are in the Phillies Wall of Fame. The players usually 
love this city like Bryce Harper who said “this is the place to raise family.” This just shows how much base-
ball players want to play here. 
      The Phillies are one of the best franchises in American sports. From the rich and authentic history to 
their best players, and seven National League pennants. This just shows some of the best achievements that 
the Phillies have brought to the city of Philadelphia. Overall, the Phillies are in the top 10 of sports teams in 
America. 

 

The Phillies: Research Paper 
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Mrs. Obama is a very down to earth person so she doesn’t think that she is more important than 
others. She also doesn’t talk down to people she talks up to people to make sure they don’t think 
they are not important. Michelle unlike other people think all people are equal which is right. I 
think she is a great person and I think she should come to our school like she did in Washington. 
All together she has a normal life because she is married and has kids. 
      Michelle is so kind and down to earth so I am going to send her a letter with this essay with it. 
One thing I thought was very surprising was she had a rough childhood. But she was and is very 
smart in school and helpful to our earth. I hope to grow up to be as great as Michelle Obama. To 
wrap it all up she is my hero and you should know why. 



 

Kathryn Venditti, sixth grade 

     Have you ever seen someone fooling around with a phone in class? If you have, were you bothered? 
If you noticed them, that means other people did too. So when a person going on their phone, they are 
not only distracting themselves, but they are distracting everyone around them. That is one reason why 
phones should not be used in school. 

     Some people may disagree with me saying that phones should not be used in school because they 
might say that they can be used for research. That is true, but there are other ways to do research. One 
way is going to the school library and looking at some books. I’m sure that the librarian would love to 
help you find whatever is needed for that project or research paper. 

     Another reason is that some parents can’t afford phones. So how do you think they would feel when 
all the other kids pull out their phones while that student just sits there without a phone to go on during 
class? Some families who are already living in tight situations can’t spent the money for a phone. To af-
ford a phone, they would have to use money that could be used for more important necessities. 

     My last reason is that phones in school can still be used for non school appropriate reasons. Since 
phones are so small, you can sneak them almost everywhere. So, a student can easily go on a phone dur-
ing a test or when they are bored in class. When a student is supposed to be using their phone for some-
thing educational, the student might instead be going on a app or playing a game and it would pass right 
by the teacher. 

     Therefore, I can say that students should not be allowed to use phones for any school purposes. It is 
too much of a risk to others’ academic careers, and is too big of a distraction to other students. 

 
Ennis Udo, seventh grade 
 
      I knew that slaves were taken from Africa but I 
never realized to what extent slave catchers would 
go to catch a slave. I think it’s awful that they 
would use native Africans to catch other Africans. 
When the slaves were loaded onto the ships, they 
were all chained up with no room to move and 
were not able to move the whole ride to America. 
As soon as they arrived in America, they were 
auctioned off, sold, and separated from their fami-
lies. Overseers saw them as nothing more than 
something you would buy at a grocery market. 
They didn't think of Africans as people. 
      The hours that slaves worked were unbearable. 
They worked from dawn to dusk every day of the 
year. They were out in the heat all day, and they 
were whipped if they weren't fast enough. If the 
slaves attempted to escape they were chased for 
miles and miles, and if they were found, they were 
beaten so badly that they could hardly sit down. 
The fact that they would chase slaves from state to 
state is mind boggling. Slaves could never be free. 

Persuasive Essay 

Slavery      Thoughts on Slavery 
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Luke Stokes, seventh grade 
 

  Slavery was a horrid part of our United States 
history. It’s a fact we have to live with that our 
ancestors willingly stole Africans from their 
homeland and made them work endlessly on 
fields without pay. There was nearly 100 years 
of torture from slavery and it still affects us 
today. The conditions that the slaves lived in 
were inhuman and awful. 

  Slaves would be beaten because of 
their disobedience, but other times overseers 
would beat slaves for absolutely no reason. To 
add onto the beatings they would then pour 
vinegar, alcohol, or pepper into the slaves 
wounds. Along with the beatings, life in gen-
eral was a living hell. Their quarters were 
crammed and dirty while they suffered from 
diseases without care. Slaves would live to 
about only 30 years of age before passing 
away. To some the afterlife was better than 
their time on earth. 



 

Inside Story Headline 
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Jacqueline Donohue, prekindergarten 

Mary Kate Vink, seventh grade 
 
     Pretty much every little kid in existence has pestered their parents to get them a dog at some point or 
other, but for my family it didn't exactly go as planned. My siblings and I begged and begged my mom and 
dad to let us get a little puppy, and they finally agreed to let us look for one! We were on our way to the 
ASPCA when my mother squandered our hopes a bit. 
    “We are not coming home with a dog today. We’re just looking for now. Got it?” 
    I was pretty disappointed, but that passed when we got there and I saw all the cute dogs. Crate after 
Crate, I melted over each one. My siblings and I didn't actually ask for any of them that day. We understood 
that my parents would not let us bring home a dog that day. 
    When we had seen all the dogs we were going to leave when my sister asked if we could look at the cats 
for fun. “What’s the harm?” my parents must have thought. So we headed for the room where they held all 
the cats. They were adorable and my family was having a good time gushing over them. 
    Then we came to a cat that was acting crazy. He was an all black kitten with wild eyes. It looked as if he 
was trying to climb the walls and swing from them. My siblings and I wanted this kitten so badly. So what 
did we do? We begged. 
    “We said we weren’t bringing home any animals today.” 
    “Actually you said no dogs!” 
    Loophole! After that my parents went in the hall to discuss. Those five minutes felt like eternity, but they 
came back bearing good news. We were getting the cat! He was named Spiderman because he was trying to 
swing from the walls just like Spiderman the superhero. Well it's been over six years and he hasn’t gotten 
any less strange but we love him, and I'm so glad my parents let us get a cat that day!  

Benjamin Kraig, prekindergarten 

“Me in SPRING!” 

Personal Narrative 
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We proudly acknowledge the second     
issue of our Literary Magazine published 
in collaboration with West Chester     
University Honors College students,   
Jesse Krensel, Kristen Loughlin, Grace 
Piznar, and Madeleine L. Robinson. 

All works in the magazine were written by 
St. Max students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade.  The West Chester students 
did the work of  collecting, editing,      
formatting and preparing the magazine 
for publication. St. Max teachers and 
students  appreciate their work. They 
have  become valued members of our St. 
Max Community. 

We want to thank our teachers for the  
essential role they play in developing 
young authors. They recognize the       
importance of good writing and promote 
strong writing habits in all subjects. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of our     
Literary Magazine and look forward to 
our continued partnership with WCU in 
2019-20. 

 

 

Abby Raley, second grade 

On this day: May 5, 2019 

At this Holy Place: St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Celebrant: Monsignor Carroll 

The word Eucharist means: giving thanks 

My favorite prayer: Our Father 

This is how I celebrated my First Holy 
Communion: going out for radley 

What I remember most about this day: Get-
ting bleesed (blessed), getting the Eucha-
rist, going to Radley Run 

Special Gifts I Received: are neaklsis 
(necklace), prayer box 


